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ABSTRACT

This study aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the systems related to the protection
of defense industry technologies, identifying administrative and institutional
vulnerabilities to propose solutions for improvement. Protecting defense industry
technologies is essential to ensuring national security and fulfilling international treaty
obligations related to defense technology protection, thereby enhancing national
credibility. However, the current application of the defense technology protection
system is limited to research and development (R&D). When R&D concludes, systematic
management of these technologies becomes challenging in the operation and
maintenance phases, leading to a high potential for leaks and infringements. Therefore,
technologies designated as defense industry technologies must be rigorously managed
under the system until their declassification. To achieve this, a total lifecycle
management concept should be implemented, covering all stages from demand
planning through operations and sustainment, to minimize risks of leaks and
infringement incidents. Moreover, responsibilities such as the designation,
modification, and declassification of defense industry technologies, currently overseen
by the Defense Technology Protection Deliberation Committee, should be delegated to
aworking-level committee to streamline the process. This entails moving away from the
current industry-led approach to identifying defense technologies and establishing a
new process where the Defense Acquisition Program Administration’s Integrated
Program Management Team oversees and identifies these technologies. Building such a
practical ecosystem for defense technology protection is crucial for enhancing both
security and efficiency.

KEYWORDS

Total Life-Cycle Sustainment Management, Defense Industry Technology Protection, Defense
Industry Technology Management, Integrated Project Team
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